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Ping Pong— Table tennis club looks to    
expand.
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Animation Station— The Anchor interviews 
animator Justin Kohn.
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Hope College has appointed 
new directors to take charge of 
two key academic programs. 
John Yelding will direct the 
American ethnic studies minor 
while Annie Dandavati will di-
rect the international studies 
major.
     Yelding has been at Hope 
since 1994 and has led Hope’s 
Encounter with Culture courses 
for the past 10 years, and also 
teaches in the Phelps Scholars 
Program. Although the ethnic 
studies minor is a relatively 
small program at the college in 
this stage of its development, 
Yelding is confident that it will 
progress and become an influ-
ential and significant part of the 
liberal arts education at the col-
lege.
     “I would like students to know 
that the AES program is fully up 
and running, that a clear plan 
for completing the program is 
in place and already being dis-
tributed to students, and that I 
am fully prepared to answer any 
and all questions they may have 
about the program. I would also 
like them to know that this is a 
minor that offers critical mar-
ketable and life skills to a wide 
array of students and that I am 
seeing strong interest expressed 
by students from a variety of 
racial and ethnic backgrounds,” 
Yelding said.
     Currently the program is 
only offered as a minor and 
Yelding said that he had spo-
ken to approximately eight stu-
dents who expressed interest 
in declaring the minor. Cur-
rently, he is working to fulfill a 
number of short and long-term 
goals that will guide the pro-
gram’s development. Among his 
short-term goals are making the 
minor more well known while 
helping students understand 
the benefits of formal training in 
in field of study, clearly defining 
the requirements of the minor, 
and increasing passion about 
the pursuit of ethnic studies at 
Hope. 
     Yelding’s longer term goals 
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Webster’s dictionary defines 
hope as “a feeling that something 
desired may happen.” On Friday, 
Nov. 12, through early Saturday 
morning Hope College students 
and organizations walked in the 
eighth annual Relay for Life. 
These individuals gave hope to 
the patients fighting the cancer 
battle and celebrated the people 
who have survived.                                
      Relay for Life is part of a 
national fundraising initiative 
for the American Cancer Society. 
Each year 40 million people 
worldwide participate in this 
event. Though a non-competitive 
event, Hope students form teams 
and walk the Dow Center’s track 
overnight. The funds go toward 
cancer research, education and 
advocacy. 
The event started at Hope in 
2003 and has since made a total 
of $222,590. This year the Hope 
Community raised $35,022 for 
the American Cancer Society. 
Forty-two teams participated 
and the groups were encouraged 
to raise money through bake 
sales and spaghetti dinners as 
well as donations. 
President James Bultman 
spoke at the opening ceremony 
and stated, “We’ve all been 
affected by cancer in one way or 
another.” 
While participating in Relay 
for Life, many students reflect 
upon a relative or friend who 
has been affected by cancer. 
Watching survivors walk around 
the track was inspiring to those 
students because it gave them 
hope. 
Arianna Cappuccitti (’13), a 
member of the ’13 Pull Team, 
said it was inspiring not only 
for students to see the survivors 
but for the survivors to see 
the students. The turnout of 
organizations which came to 
support showed the respect 
and solidarity of the Hope 
Community. 
Every year 1.4 million 
Americans are diagnosed with 
cancer and half of them do not 
survive. On Friday night, 35 
survivors inspired the Hope 
Community by making the 
first lap around the track.  The 
survivors were cheered on and 
celebrated. 
Different forms of cancer 
were represented throughout 
the night. For breast cancer 
awareness students were 
encouraged to decorate a bra 
at the craft table. There was a 
water relay to raise awareness 
for bladder cancer and a chubby 
bunny contest to raise awareness 
for non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma. 
During the event, movies were 
played and inflatables were 
available to play in.
A lot of planning goes into 
this spectacular event. Savanna 
Rayner, who works with the 
American Cancer Society in the 
Holland-Zeeland area, provided 
insight into what goes on behind 
the scenes. Every week a team of 
20 gathered to brainstorm ideas 
to make this event its best. They 
recruit teams from the college 
and meet with the team captains 
to better prepare them.   
The American Cancer Society 
is trying to create a world with 
more birthdays. Relay for Life 
allows people to get involved 
Celebrate life:  Relay raises $35,022
Meagan Dodge
Staff Writer
Lighting the WAy— Relay for Life participants decorated paper bags in memory of those 
who have battled cancer.  this year’s Relay for Life raised over $35,022 for cancer research. 
Women’s basketball kicks-off
Photo by Jackie canonaco
She ShootS, She ScoReS— hope women’s basket-
ball season is off to a strong start, with wins over Manches-
ter and Baldwin-Wallace in the nov. 19 tipoff classic.                 
                                                      See full story on page 12.
Photo by Meghan VanderLee
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PhotoS courteSy of hoPe Pr
see ethnic, pAge 2
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This Week aT hope
Thursday-Sunday          Nov. 25-28 
Thanksgiving Recess
Monday          Nov. 29 
Beanie Babies for Haiti
 Collection Begins
Drop-off in Phelps Dining Hall, Sci-
ence Center Atrium or DeWitt Lobby.  
Jazz Night
9 p.m., Butch’s.  Featuring the Hope 
College Mainstream and Contemporary 
Jazz Ensembles.  Must be 21 to attend.
in Brief
Hope part of new 
leadersHip alliance for 
student learning and 
accountability
In an effort to improve 
student learning on U.S. college 
campuses, more than 70 college 
and university presidents have 
signed an agreement to expand 
their efforts in gathering and 
reporting evidence of student 
learning and outcomes.
The Presidents’ Alliance 
members include two and four 
year, public and private colleges 
and universities nationwide. 
These institutions have agreed 
to work together to find ways to 
improve undergraduate learning 
and high rates of attainment and 
achievement.  This is an important 
step in assuring continued high 
quality undergraduate education 
and increasing public confidence 
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       and dontate towards a 
cause that is hard to cure. Hope 
students gave hope to not only 
those who suffer but also to 
those who have survived. Relay 
for Life celebrates those who 
have survived, remembers those 
who have been lost, and helps 
further the fight against cancer. 
a world with more birthdays:  
students fill the Dow for 24 hours
wRELAY, from page 1
Photo by Meghan VanderLee
Photo by Meghan VanderLee
LiSTeNiNg iN— Relay for Life participants look over the 
crowd while listening to a motivational speech.  
MakiNg TheiR MaRk— Relay for Life participants sign 
the Relay banner.
understanding of the challenges 
and opportunities associated 
with improved racial and ethnic 
relations in the United States.”
 “I welcome the opportunity 
to talk with anyone interested 
in knowing more about the AES 
program and invite any and all 
suggestions for ways to make the 
program more successful.”
  Dandavati is currently tran-
sitioning into her role as director 
of the international studies ma-
jor, a position that was previous-
ly held by registrar Jon Huisken.
The program cannot be mi-
nored in, however students are 
encouraged to take the major in 
conjunction with another major 
program. 
The program is also what is 
known as a composite major, 
an area of study that does not 
have its own courses but instead 
draws from other departments 
course offerings to form its re-
quirements.
“There are two requirements 
that are unique to the interna-
tional studies major, one is the 
study abroad component, which 
you must do for at least a semes-
ter,” Dandavati said.
“The other requirement is 
the language requirement. The 
word ‘international’ in the major 
is what’s important. Our mission 
and our goal is that we are pro-
viding students with the skills 
that are necessary to function 
in an international society. The 
world is changing and chang-
ing rapidly and if students don’t 
have the language skills and if 
they haven’t studied abroad they 
can’t fully understand other cul-
tures.”
Alyssa Shaler is a junior at 
Hope who is enrolled in the in-
ternational studies program. She 
explained the inner workings of 
the program.
“You focus on one area of 
study and choose one region 
to specialize in and you have 
to study at least one semester 
abroad. 
“I like that the major requires 
you to study abroad; I feel like a 
lot of people feel like they don’t 
have time to do that and with my 
major it’s a requirement. Also, 
any class I take abroad counts as 
a part of the 12 elective credits 
I need to take to complete the 
major.”
 Shaler has already spent time 
studying in Vienna and next se-
mester will travel to China. This 
is the first year that Hope stu-
dents will be studying there.
 “Studying abroad and work-
ing abroad interested me, and in 
our modern global society, the 
world is shrinking quickly, so I 
feel like we all need to better un-
derstand each other,” Shale said.
w ETHNIC, from page 1
ethnic studies minor revised
The experience of going to 
a summer camp takes an im-
portant place in the childhood 
memories of many Hope College 
students. For over a decade, lo-
cal kids have been making mem-
ories of their own each summer 
on Hope’s campus. 
The Summer Science and 
More Camps are organized each 
summer by Hope’s science de-
partment.
    The program is open for 
children of all ages, from a camp 
known as “Princess Science” that 
is open to pre-kindergarten to 
first grade children to camps like 
“Video Game Making” for stu-
dents from fifth to 12th grade.
The camps are half-day and 
week long programs, and some 
students take several over the 
course of the summer.  
This summer, the college is 
expanding the camps to include 
even more courses outside the 
discipline of science, particular-
ly art and film-making focused 
camps.
   Tod Gugino, Hope College 
chemistry lab director, directs 
these summer programs and is 
responsible for crafting the pro-
grams mission statement.
   “There are three things that 
we’re looking at. Number one, we 
want to keep kids engaged over 
the summer, keep their minds 
engaged.Two, we want to work 
to not only engage them, but to 
ramp up what they’re learning, 
to set the bar higher. And then, 
the last thing is to make it fun 
and meet them where they’re at,” 
Gugino said.
This last area is particularly 
noticeable from the course guide 
that lists the available camps. 
It’s easy to see the appeal of 
camps which focus on the sci-
ence of Transformers or camps 
entitled, “Disgusting Dissec-
tions.” Gugino explained that 
some of the most popular 
camps, like the “Harry Potter” 
and “Lego Robotics” camps, are 
ideal because of the interest kids 
already have in those topics.
“We then teach them the 
science behind what they’re in-
terested in. They’re learning, 
they’re not going backwards in 
the summer, and they become 
excited about science,” Gugino 
said.
While these programs are 
wonderful opportunities for 
kids in the local community (or 
sometimes not so local, some 
parents drive their kids for an 
hour and a half every day to 
get to the camps), they are also 
great opportunities for Hope 
students.  
Every camp is taught by Hope 
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“No man gets left behind” is 
a motto every U.S. soldier lives 
by and it is because of this motto 
that Army Staff Sgt. Salvatore 
Giunta was awarded the Medal 
of Honor. 
Giunta repeatedly stepped 
into the line of fire to save a 
fallen comrade from being 
taken into the hands of Taliban 
fighters. The Medal of Honor 
is the most prestigious award a 
service member can be given, 
and Giunta will be the first living 
soldier to receive the award since 
the Vietnam War.
While presenting Giunta 
with the award, President 
Barack Obama praised Giunta’s 
humbleness and heroism, saying 
that he is a low-key guy who 
demonstrated the courage that 
made him an example of honor 
defined by his fellow comrades. 
“Staff Sgt. Giunta, repeatedly 
and without hesitation, you 
charged forward through extreme 
enemy fire, and embodied the 
ethos that says ‘I will never 
leave a fallen comrade,’” Obama 
said. “You may believe that you 
don’t deserve this honor, but 
it was your fellow soldiers who 
recommended you for it. In fact, 
your commander specifically 
said in his recommendation that 
you lived up to the standards of 
the most decorated American 
soldier of World War II, Audie 
Murphy, who famously repelled 
an overwhelming enemy 
attack by himself for 
one simple reason: 
‘They were killing my 
friends.’”
Giunta and his 
team were serving in 
the Korengal Valley of 
eastern Afghanistan 
in October 2007. The 
Korengal Valley is 
known to be the most 
dangerous region of 
Afghanistan as it is the 
where al Qaeda and the 
Taliban are unified and 
fight together. 
Giunta, who was 22 
years old at the time 
,charged into enemy 
fire to save two fallen 
comrades after his team 
was ambushed while on 
patrol in the Korengal 
Valley. Giunta told Fox 
News he does not feel 
like a hero. 
“No more than 
every single service member in 
the United States military today,” 
Giunta said. 
On Tuesday, Robert Jackson, 
executive director of Families 
United, which honors the fallen, 
praised Giunta’s “heroism and 
bravery.”
“He displayed courage and 
leadership during an enemy 
ambush and put the lives of his 
fellow soldiers before his own,” 
Jackson said in a statement. “Our 
military is the strongest in the 
world because of the brave men 
and women who serve. Staff Sgt. 
Salvatore Giunta personifies that 
bravery.”
Giunta was recognized for 
saving the life of one soldier and 
preventing Sgt. Josh Brennan, 
who later died of his wounds, 
from being carried away by 
Taliban fighters. Brennan’s 
father, Mike Brennan, told Fox 
News that if it wasn’t for Giunta’s 
actions, “we may never have 
gotten my son back.” 
If it weren’t for Giunta’s heroic 
actions the team would have had 
to go deeper into the Korengal 
Valley, where no one has ever 
been, to recover the body of an 
American soldier. It is because 
of Giunta that Brennan died 
surrounded by fellow American 
soldiers rather than Taliban 
fighters.
Giunta made it clear that 
he was not the only 
one in danger that 
day. “Everyone was 
at risk,” Giunta said. 
“There were bullets 
all over the place. 
There were RPGs 
(rocket propelled 
grenades) blowing up 
all over the place. You 
could see the muzzle 
flashes from bullets 
leaving the enemies 
guns that weren’t too 
far away.” 
Maj. Dan Kearney, 
Giunta’s commander 
at the time and 
person who later 
r e c o m m e n d e d 
Giunta for the award, 
recalled the events 
that occurred and 
told “Fox News” in 
detail what he heard 
over the radio that day 
and what witnesses 
from the squad later explained. 
“In the initial burst I think 
everybody in that first squad 
was shot, wounded, or at least 
startled,” Kearney told Fox 
News. “The volume of RPGs and 
machine gun fire initially was so 
great that it literally stalled 
Photo Courtesy of AssoCiAted Press
Soldier’s act of courage merits Medal of Honor
Mettle of honor— President Barack obama presents the Medal of honor to 
Staff Sgt. Salvatore Giunta to recognize his acts of extreme bravery and courage 
to save two fallen soldiers.
Matthew Lee
Co-NAtioNAl editor
see Heroism, page 4
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WASHINGTON (AP) 
— With one of the year’s 
busiest traveling days fast 
approaching, John Pistole, the 
Obama administration’s top 
transportation security official, 
on Monday urged passengers 
angry over safety procedures not 
to boycott airport body scans.
Pistole said in nationally 
broadcast interviews 
he understands public 
concerns about privacy 
in the wake of the 
Transportation Security 
Administration’s tough 
new airline boarding 
security checks.
But at the same time, 
he said a relatively small 
proportion of the 34 
million people who have 
flown since the new 
procedures went into 
effect have had the body 
pat downs that have come 
under withering criticism 
in recent days.
With the Thanksgiving 
travel rush less than 
48 hours away, Pistole 
implored passengers 
Monday not to take 
delaying actions or engage 
in boycotts of body scans, actions 
he said would only serve to “tie 
up people who want to go home 
and see their loved ones.”
Pistole had pledged Sunday 
to review security procedures 
in the wake of a public outcry. 
But he also said the TSA must 
balance people’s demand for 
privacy with the need to protect 
passengers from those who 
would try to set off bombs on 
planes.
A loosely-organized Internet 
boycott of body scans is 
under way, and Pistole said he 
hoped people would exercise 
sound judgment over the busy 
Thanksgiving holiday. A National 
Opt-Out Day is scheduled for 
Wednesday to coincide with the 
busiest travel day of the year.
“Just one or two recalcitrant 
passengers at an airport is all it 
takes to cause huge delays,” said 
Paul Ruden, a spokesman for 
the American Society of Travel 
Agents, which has warned its 
more than 8,000 members about 
delays resulting from the body-
scanner boycott. “It doesn’t 
take much to mess things up 
anyway — especially if someone 
purposely tries to mess it up.”
Body scans take as little as 
10 seconds, but people who 
decline the process must submit 
to a full pat-down, which takes 
much longer. That could cause 
a cascade of delays at dozens 
of major airports, including 
those in New York, Los Angeles, 
Chicago and Atlanta.
Pistole on Sunday noted 
the alleged attempt by a 
Nigerian with explosives in his 
underwear to try to bring down 
an Amsterdam-to-Detroit flight 
last Christmas. “We all wish we 
lived in a world where security 
procedures at airports weren’t 
necessary,” he said, “but that just 
isn’t the case.”
The statement came just hours 
after Pistole, in a TV interview, 
said that while the full-body 
scans and pat-downs could be 
intrusive and uncomfortable, 
the high threat level required 
their use.
In the TV appearance, Pistole 
appeared to shrug off statements 
by President Barack Obama 
and Secretary of State Hillary 
Rodham Clinton that the TSA 
would look for ways to alter 
screening techniques that some 
passengers say are invasions of 
privacy.
Obama said in Lisbon on 
Saturday that he had asked TSA 
officials whether there’s a less 
intrusive way to ensure travel 
safety. “I understand people’s 
frustrations,” he said, adding 
that he had told the TSA that 
“you have to constantly refine 
and measure whether what 
we’re doing is the only way to 
assure the American people’s 
safety.”
Clinton, appearing Sunday on 
NBC’s “Meet the Press,” said she 
thought “everyone, including 
our security experts, are looking 
for ways to diminish the impact 
on the traveling public” and that 
“striking the right balance is 
what this is about.”
She, for one, wouldn’t like to 
submit to a security pat-down.
“Not if I could avoid it. No. I 
mean, who would?” Clinton told 
CBS’ “Face the Nation.”
“Clearly it’s invasive, it’s not 
comfortable,” Pistole said of the 
scans and pat-downs during 
the interview on CNN’s “State 
of the Union.” But, he added, “if 
we are to detect terrorists, who 
have again proven innovative 
and creative in their design and 
implementation of bombs that 
are going to blow up airplanes 
and kill people, then we have 
to do something that prevents 
that.”
Rep. John Mica, R-Fla., who 
is set to become Transportation 
Committee chairman when 
Republicans take over the House 
in January, differed with the 
approach.
“I don’t think the rollout 
was good and the application is 
even worse. This does need to 
be refined. But he’s saying it’s 
the only tool and I believe that’s 
wrong,” Mica, a longtime critic 
of the TSA, said on CNN.
With the peak traveling 
season nearing, air travelers are 
protesting new requirements 
at some U.S. airports that they 
must pass through full-body 
scanners that produce a virtually 
naked image. The screener, who 
sits in a different location, does 
not see the face of the person 
being screened and does not 
know the traveler’s identity.
Those who refuse to go 
through the scanners are subject 
to thorough pat-downs that 
include agency officials touching 
the clothed genital areas of 
passengers.
 
Holiday travelers threaten boycott of airport scanners
Photo Courtesy of AssoCiAted Press
x-ray viSion — TSA officer Jason Pantanges demonstrates how 
passengers will be given a full body scan at the los angeles inter-
national airport. the scanners, designed to see objects underneath 
clothing, have sparked controversy due to privacy concerns.
Voter registration began on 
Monday Nov. 15 in Southern 
Sudan to prepare for a January 
vote that could split the large 
east-African country in two. The 
January referendum, if passed, 
would allow the 
largely autonomous 
southern region 
to secede from the 
north.
A U.N. panel 
arrived in southern 
Sudan last week to 
monitor the 17-day 
registration process. 
Three-thousand sites 
across the country 
and eight countries 
abroad plan to set 
up voter registration 
centers. 
“We know that 
organizing voter 
registration has not 
been easy, given the 
country’s size and the 
scale of the process, 
but we remain 
confident that it 
can be completed 
successfully,” said 
Benjamin Mkapa, 
chairman of the 
U.N. panel and 
former president 
of Tanzania, in a 
statement Sunday.
The potential secession 
comes as part of the 2005 peace 
agreement that ended Sudan’s 
long-running civil war. The 
North and South battled over 
resources, religion and ideology, 
and in the process over 2 million 
people died from starvation and 
disease.  
Today diplomats worry over 
viability of the referendum, 
concerned that violence could 
flare along the North/South 
border. “In the civil wars that 
have happened here, 2 million 
people died,” said retired U.S. 
Ambassador Princeton Lyman, 
who is helping to lead North/
South talks. “If the war comes 
again, [this] will happen again.”  
The success of the referendum 
will largely depend on how the 
two regions can compromise on 
a host of issues, including how 
to divide oil money – the South 
contains most oil reserves – and 
even the water of the Nile.
Other observers fear blatant 
war between the North and South 
if the government is perceived to 
have tampered with the voting 
process or results. U.S. Senator 
John Kerry, D-Mass, traveled to 
the Sudanese capital Khartoum 
several times in recent weeks 
to ensure that the government 
will honor whatever the voters 
decide.  
In his latest trip, Kerry offered 
a deal on behalf of the Obama 
administration: If Khartoum 
accepts the referendum and 
resolves dispute over an area 
called Abyei, then the U.S. will 
take Sudan off the list of countries 
that sponsors terrorism by next 
summer.  
The Sudanese government 
has not reacted well to this 
offer. Former Sudanese Finance 
Minister Abdul Rahim Hamdi 
– a member of Sudan’s ruling 
National Congress Party – said 
in an interview with NPR News 
that he and other officials 
viewed the offer as a “joke.” If 
Sudan gives up a large portion of 
its land and a majority of its oil, 
then the government will want 
more than just the removal of its 
name from a list. “We actually 
want a normal political and 
economic relationship with the 
United States,” Hamdi said. 
The U.S. has imposed 
comprehensive economic, trade 
and financial sanctions against 
Sudan since 1997. The Darfur 
conflict further complicates 
these issues. Last year the 
International Criminal Court 
issued a warrant for the arrest 
of Sudanese president Omar 
al-Bashir, who has ruled Sudan 
since a 1989 coup. The ICC 
wishes to try him for war crimes 
related to the Darfur killings.
Many, however, view the 
Darfur conflict as separate from 
the North/South debate, since 
the Darfur conflict is between 
government militias and ethnic 
rebels. “We don’t control that,” 
Lyman said. “And we’ve said 
that.”
The Sudanese will vote on the 
referendum Jan. 9.
Photo Courtesy of the AssoCiAted Press
Referendum may grant South Sudan secession
Moving South — Southern Sudanese men load buses with their belongings in preparation for a 
move further south.  Many Sudanese have begun exiting the northern capital Khartoum  in anticipation 
of the January referendum expected to allow the South of Sudan to secede from the north.
Aftan Snyder
Co-NAtioNAl editor
Are you interested in global and national events? 
Looking to get more involved in the campus com-
munity, or maybe just improve your writing skills? 
Become a contributor to the National Section – it’ll 
spice up your resume!
We Want YOU!
Just email anchor@hope.edu
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Viktor Bout, a former officer 
in the Soviet Air Force who has 
been nicknamed “the Merchant 
of Death,” has allegedly spent the 
last 20 years building a multi-
billion dollar business selling 
high-class military weaponry on 
the black market.  
This week tensions between 
Russia and the U.S. heightened 
as Bout was brought to New 
York from Thailand, where Bout 
was caught in a sting operation 
two years ago.  
Bout’s estimated $6 billion 
trade distributed weapons to 
conflict-plagued countries such 
as Angola, the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, 
Liberia, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, 
Sudan and Afghanistan. 
   The U.N. report providing 
this information also stated that 
Bout could only have gained 
access to these high-grade 
weapons through cooperation at 
the highest levels of the Russian 
military. 
Conscious of this, Russia 
sought to prevent Bout’s 
extradition to the U.S. and does 
not want further investigation 
into this situation from the 
international community.
According to Al-Jazeera 
English news source, Russian 
government officials have 
publically announced that 
Thailand’s decision to hand Bout 
over to the U.S. is “unlawful,” 
and an example of a “glaring 
injustice.” 
The U.S. says that Bout’s intent 
to kill U.S. nationals makes it a 
national security issue.  
A similar situation happened 
with Syrian arms merchant, 
Monzer al-Kassar, who received 
a 30-year prison sentence for 
his crimes. Al-Kassar’s case is 
expected to be the precedent for 
Bout’s trial.
Bout’s weapon’s arsenal is 
reported to contain 700 surface-
to-air missiles, 5,000 AK-47 
assault rifles, millions of rounds 
of ammunition, landmines and 
C4 explosives among many 
other things.
All this comes in the midst of 
current political pressure in the 
U.S. to ratify the new Strategic 
Arms Reduction Treaty, of 
which three have already been 
signed and ratified. 
Since the first START signing 
in 1991, the START treaties 
have led to great downsizing of 
nuclear weapons in both Russia 
and the U.S.  
The new agreement signed 
by President Barack Obama 
in April aims to decrease 
remaining nuclear weapons by 
30 percent over the next seven 
years. The ratification process 
faces opposition from Senate 
Republicans who say that there 
is not enough time to reconcile 
differences over the agreement 
before the congressional session 
ends this year.  
U.S. Secretary of Defense 
Robert Gates says that if the 
treaty fails to be ratified, there 
will be no funding for nuclear 
modernization – something 
that the Republicans seek from 
the treaty. It will also leave the 
U.S. little chance of inspecting 
nuclear installations in Russia.  
Other officials are concerned 
that because of this treaty 
Russia will have less incentive 
to seek negotiations with the 
U.S. They fear that perhaps this 
could lead to less future Russian 
cooperation with U.S. troops 
who seek to use Russian land 
routes in order to supply troops 
in Afghanistan.
Former Russian foreign 
minister Igor S. Ivanov said in 
a statement that the failure of 
this treaty “will by no means be 
a nuclear catastrophe but there 
will undoubtedly be negative 
results, and not just for U.S.–
Russian relations.” 
Other effects include to limit 
Iranian-Russian military trade 
and the nuclear arsenals of 
China and India.
Russian spy extradited to U.S.
Lacie Rawlings
Guest Writer
out the element and shot 
every individual in the flesh or 
(their) protective equipment. 
What Sgt. Giunta did at the 
time was regain his composure 
extremely quickly, assessed his 
soldiers and his team for any kind 
of casualties, and then began to 
render aid to individuals like his 
squad leader.”
Giunta and his team appeared 
on “60 Minutes” last week and 
emotionally recalled the events 
that led to Giunta being awarded 
the Medal of Honor. Though he 
is honored to be given such an 
award Giunta told Lara Logan, 
the “60 Minutes” reporter 
conducting the interview, he is 
not at peace with receiving the 
award.
“I’m not at peace with that 
at all,” Giunta told Logan. “And 
coming and talking about it and 
people wanting to shake my 
hand because of it, it hurts me 
because it’s not what I want.”
When asked what type of 
soldier he was Giunta responded, 
“I’m average. I don’t think that I 
did anything that anyone else I 
was with wouldn’t have done. I 
was in the position to do that, 
that was what needed to be 
done, so that is what I did.”
When Logan said to him that 
this is the greatest single award 
the military can bestow and 
that is pretty impressive for an 
average soldier, Giunta replied, 
“Think how good the great 
soldiers are.” 
w Heroism, from page 3
Medal of Honor awarded
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This Week in ArT
Tuesday          Nov. 30 
Vocal Jazz Workshop
Wichers Auditorium in Nykerk
7:30 p.m. - free admission
Thursday          Dec. 2 
Concert Band Performance
Dimnent Chapel
7:30 p.m. - free admission
Brown Bag Concert
Holland Area Arts Council
12 p.m. - free admission
Saturday-Sunday         Dec. 4-5 
Christmas Vespers
Dimnent Chapel
4:30 and 8 p.m. Saturday
2 and 5 p.m. Sunday
$10 general admission
in Brief
STUDENTS PERFORM  
vOCAL JAZZ CONCERT 
                
Are you in the mood for some 
Ray Charles? Got a hankering 
for Cole Porter?
Hope College students will 
perform in a vocal jazz concert 
on Tuesday, Nov. 30 at 7:30 p.m. 
in Wichers Auditorium, located 
in Nykerk. Admission is free.
Edye Evans Hyde, a college 
jazz instructor, led students and 
the faculty jazz trio, which con-
sists of Steve Talaga on piano, 
Charlie Hoats on bass and Mike 
VanLente on the drums.
The students featured in the 
performance include Amy Ba-
nas (’14), Elisabeth Brewington 
(’14), Emily Brower (’11), Carrie 
Cushman (’11), Joel Garner (’12), 
Ryan Martinez (’13), Brooke 
McBride (’12), Kyle McLellan 
(’12), Gabriela Olaguibel (’13), 
Mark Waterstone (’11) and Vida 
Wilson (’13).
JURiED STUDENT ART 
ShOw SET DEC. 3-15
The annual Juried Student 
Art show begins Friday, Dec. 3 
and runs through Wednesday, 
Dec. 15 in DePree Art Center.
There will be an opening re-
ception from 5 to 6 p.m. in the 
art center.
All students were able to en-
ter their art to the competition, 
judged each year by an estab-
lished person in the arts com-
munity.
This year’s juror is alumnus 
Mark Holmes (’83). Holmes 
teaches art at Knox College in 
Illinois, specializing in ceramics, 
sculptures and art history. He 
will give a talk on Friday, Dec. 3 
at 4:30 p.m.
The gallery is open from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. every weekday and 
Saturday; Sundays, the hours are 
1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
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Seven movies, stop motion 
and ugly sweaters, oh my! 
The “Animation Celebration,” 
featuring seven films, a guest 
speaker, an ugly sweater 
contest and prizes, comes to 
the Knickerbocker Theatre on 
Saturday, Dec. 4. 
The film fest begins at 11 a.m. 
and continues until 1 a.m. with 
movies ranging from “Gulliver’s 
Travels,” a 1939 technicolor 
film, to “Spirited Away,” a 2001 
Japanese fantasy-adventure 
film. Five additional movies will 
be shown throughout the day. 
Tickets are $25 in advance and 
$30 at the door.
Prizes are available for 
winners of the Ugliest Christmas 
Sweater Contest as well as the 
Costume Contest. Pull out 
your silliest sweater or stitch 
together a costume relating to 
the event for a chance to win.
Also appearing at the 
Knickerbocker will be Justin 
Kohn, the stop motion animator 
of “The Life Aquatic,” “James 
and the Giant Peach,” “The 
Nightmare Before Christmas” 
and a range of other classic 
animated films. He will have on 
display several props from “The 
Nightmare Before Christmas.” 
This will be his first appearance 
in the United States.
The Anchor had a chance to 
speak with Kohn about his past 
work, his field of animation and 
his inspiration.
Anchor: What brings you to 
stop motion? Did any specific 
person/movie inspire you?
Justin Kohn: I was 5 years 
old when I first saw Ray 
Harryhausen’s “The Seventh 
Voyage of Sinbad” on the big 
screen for a friend’s birthday 
party. Blew me away. Really 
scary! I just knew it wasn’t 
marionettes or men in Godzilla 
suits. After that, I would always 
notice stop-motion in films and 
TV shows, and although I didn’t 
know how it was done, I thought 
it looked cool. It took me another 
10 years to learn how this type 
of FX work was done, although 
I felt at the time that you had 
to be a bit nuts to want to do it. 
(Still do!) My parents got me a 
super 8 (film) camera for my 16th 
birthday and I started 
making animation/
magic films at home with 
my friends. It wasn’t till 
the late ’70s till I started 
making real puppets 
and animating in my 
bedroom in Florida. 
After two-and-a-half 
years of this I finally 
landed my first real gig 
on the clay animated 
feature “I Go Pogo” in 
Washington DC.
Anchor: What is 
your favorite stop-
motion work (by any 
animator)?
JK: Oh…there are so 
many amazing animators out 
there. I especially like the 
 
animators who have developed 
their own style that they alone 
can do. I really like Bruce 
Bickford’s work (who stated 
poetically that animation is 
“manifestation of concentrated 
creative energy”). David Daniels 
is the only animator on earth 
who does elaborate strata-cut 
[clay stop motion]. Phil Tippet, 
Tim Hittle. Harryhausen, of 
course.  So many of those 
animating on “Coraline” were 
incredible. The gang at Shadow-
machine (Robot Chicken/Moral 
Orel) is amazing. There are a 
lot of hotshot animators who 
drift around the globe working 
on one stop motion film after 
another, kind of like traveling 
wizards/migrant workers. Since 
I teach animation classes at a 
university, I’ve been looking at 
a lot of early work by historical 
figures. Steravitch, for instance. 
Simply amazing work.
Anchor: Which director do 
you connect with the most? Who 
is the most fun to work with?
JK: I’ve worked on every stop-
motion project Henry Selick has 
done since “Nightmare.” He has 
pushed the quality of my work 
way beyond what I thought I was 
capable of doing. I’ve worked 
with lots of amazing directors 
over the years. Phil Tippett, 
Roy Wood, John Matthews, 
David Allen, etc, all different 
and all challenging in their 
own ways. 
Working with Roy Wood 
(“Disaster! The Movie”) was 
lots of fun. Due to budget 
and time restraints we were 
able to have a lot of creative 
freedom with our shots and 
sequences. Plus he was in the 
trenches animating with us – it 
was really a good time working.
Anchor: How long did it 
take to make the 
stop motion for 
“The Nightmare 
B e f o r e 
Christmas?”
JK:  We 
averaged around 
120 frames (5 
seconds) of 
footage per week 
(per animator), 
depending on the 
complexity of the 
shot. Some shots 
took a lot of time 
to set up before 
we even began 
animating. We 
usually had a day 
or more to test 
poses, block in 
the shot, etc, then 
onto the final shot which could 
take as long as a week or two.
Anchor: You have been in the 
business since the 1980s. How 
much has technology changed 
the style of animation since 
then?
JK: The main difference 
between how it’s done now as 
opposed to say, before 1992, is 
the “Frame grabber” technology. 
Frame grabbers record each 
frame as you take it so you can 
see the progression of your work 
as you do it. All work done before 
then was “Animating blind.” 
There was no way of knowing 
how well the shot was going till 
you saw the finished shot come 
back from the lab. Now with 
Dragon software, Istop-motion, 
Framethief, etc, you can see all 
of your work as you do it so the 
shots can be cleaner and more 
complex. We used to make a lot 
more notes and measurements 
while working to make sure we 
know where the animation is 
going. Before frame grabbers 
there were a lot fewer animators 
working in the biz.
Anchor: Which of your 
movies would you say is your 
“quintessential” work?
JK: I guess I’m most proud 
of my “Nightmare” and 
“Coraline” and “Life Aquatic” 
work, although I’m even happy 
with the way the low-budget 
children’s films directed by John 
Matthews turned out (“Mouse 
on the Motorcycle” trilogy, 
“Frog and Toad,” etc,). Films like 
“Robocop 2,” “Monkeybone” and 
others where the animation had 
to blend in with live action were 
particularly challenging.
Anchor:  And lastly, are 
you entering the ugly sweater 
contest?
JK: If I bring my normal 
sweater I’m sure I’ll win! 
 
Buy your tickets for “Animation 
Celebration” by calling the 
Knickerbocker Theatre at 616-
395-7890.
Stop-motion commotion in ‘Animation Celebration’
Question-and-answer session with Justin Kohn, acclaimed animator of ‘Coraline’ and ‘The Nightmare Before Christmas’
Caitlin Klask
Arts Co-Editor
ATTeNTioN To DeTAil— Stop-motion animator Justin Kohn adjusts 
a sleigh in the production of the classic Henry Selick/Tim Burton film, 
“The Nightmare Before Christmas.” 
Photo CourtEsy of MArk hodgEs
I just knew it wasn’t mari-
onettes or men in Godzilla 
suits. After that, I would 
always notice stop-motion 
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There was an air of anticipa-
tion in the DeWitt Center even 
before the doors opened. Al-
though it was the penultimate 
performance, the energy in the 
room showed no sign of dwin-
dling. The palpable excitement 
made it seem like a first perfor-
mance. The scenery, a perfect de-
piction of gritty New York City, 
echoed a past long forgotten but 
brought to life at Hope’s first op-
era, entitled “Street Scene.”
Written by Kurt Weill, “Street 
Scene” follows the lives of vari-
ous tenants in a high rise in New 
York City in the 1940s. Their 
joys, their triumphs, their sor-
rows are all captured by “Street 
Scene” over two acts with over 
20 songs. The opera opened with 
various tenants complaining of 
the heat as well as gossiping, the 
standout being a sassy Swedish 
lady named Olga Olsen, played 
by Rachel Parada (’12). 
Much of the opera was nar-
rated through other people’s 
perceptions of the tenants who 
lived near them: the whispers 
of a scandal brewing, the judg-
ing of the young girls coming 
home late. There was little grace 
given to the people who broke 
the social norms of the time. 
The dichotomy between what 
other people expected and the 
rebellion that stirred in a lot of 
characters’ hearts was a central 
conceit of the opera. 
The most tragic of charac-
ters, Anna Maurrant, played by 
Sarah Ashcroft (’11), was a per-
fect example of the danger this 
dichotomy posed. Trapped in a 
loveless marriage and kept there 
only because 
of the love she 
felt for her two 
children, Anna 








M a u r r a n t , 
played by Ross 
Green (’11), 
a man with a 
booming voice 
and a heart full 
of rage, soon 
d i s c o v e r e d 
this affair, and 
the people in 








played by Jenny 
Tremblay (’11), 
and her best 
friend who lived downstairs, 
Sam Kaplan, played by Jonathan 
Weppler (’11), was the sweetest 
thread in “Street Scene’s” narra-
tive. 
All of the players were im-
mensely talented. Jesse Swatling-
Holcomb (’13) stole every scene 
he was in as the nervous expect-
ing father Daniel Buchanan. Al-
though Buchanan had only few 
scenes, Swatling-Holcomb filled 
them with such vitality it was 
hard not to root for him. Sarah 
Ashcroft’s voice was full, clear 
and strong, showcased best on 
the song “Somehow I Never 
Could Believe.” The graduation 
song, “Wrapped In A Ribbon 
And Tied In A Bow,” was mem-
orable because of the 
magnitude of people on 
stage, as well as the light 
and airy tone it took. 
“Street Scene,” while 
dark and realistic, had 
many moments of levity 
that truly did represent 
the polarity of human life. 
Another lively song was 
“Moon-faced, Starry-
eyed,” a duet between an 
adorably cheeky couple 
played by Lauren Conley 
(’11) and Skye Edwards 
(’13). Both Conley and 
Edwards were the right 
amount of cheesy and 
romantic, just like real-
life couples. 
The song also con-
tained “Street Scene’s” 
longest and most com-
plex dance number, 
which both people pulled 
off to great success. They 
were not only in sync but 
also seemed to be enjoy-
ing themselves greatly, 
which made the song 
and the couple an audi-
ence favorite. 
The real revelation in 
“Street Scene,” though, was Jon-
athan Weppler as Sam. While 
many people were talented, 
Weppler seemed to inhabit Sam. 
It didn’t feel like he was playing 
a part, it felt like he was Sam, 
bringing to life every movement. 
Weppler was “Street Scene’s” 
greatest asset. 
Although the opera has many 
characters, most of the charac-
ters were pious, dishonest and 
prone to unfair judgment. Al-
though these characters are ac-
curate representations of many 
kinds of people found in the 
world, the only likeable person 
that was worth rooting for was 
Sam. 
“Street Scene” contained dif-
ferent narratives: the problems 
with parental pressure placed 
on children, complex ideas of 
immigration and native citizen’s 
xenophobia, what true love real-
ly is, but above all it was a snap-
shot of a stagnant life. 
These people were tied to 
their building and could only 
live through the adventures of 
those who were brave enough to 
change. In that way, their gossip 
and their judgment make sense: 
those who have no freedom envy 
those who seem to have all the 
freedom in the world. 
Sadly enough, not even all the 
young people are free at the end 
of the story, some still chained 
to a life and a place they des-
perately wanted to leave behind. 
“Street Scene,” Hope’s first-ever 
opera, was an opera about many 
things, but above all, was an op-
era about people: the way they 
loved, the way they struggled, 
and the way they grew.
First-ever opera sweeps streets of Hope
Elena Rivera 
Staff Writer
2009 was a year that brought 
newfound success to the 
California based psychedelic pop 
group Girls. Their debut album 
aptly titled “Album” created a lot 
of underground buzz and earned 
them a spot on Pitchfork’s list of 
the top 10 albums of the year. 
Following this successful 
venture, the duo of lead singer/
guitarist Christopher Owens 
and multi-instrumentalist JR 
White have been touring the 
album (pun intended) non-stop 
all across the United States. 
As soon as they started 
touring, Owens started to work 
on new material which is now 
being released in the form of 
the 6 song, 35 minute EP titled 
“Broken Dreams Club.”
Like “Album,” the new EP 
is centered on instantly catchy 
melodies from Owens backed by 
a minimalist, yet lush production 
approach from White. 
If you are familiar with any 
sort of indie music blog, you 
are likely aware that Owens 
came from a family heavily 
involved in the Children of 
God cult, which has shaped his 
reflective and somber tones in 
his songwriting. 
Though there is no need 
to overstate this story, Owens 
continues to write about the 
heartbreak and sadness of lost 
love, a theme heavily prevalent 
on “Album.” 
However, “Broken Dreams 
Club” represents a sonic shift 
for the band, who has moved 
from 60s style pop numbers, to 
rich, layered textures of sound 
that include horns and a moody 
pedal steel over the course of the 
EP. 
The EP opener “The Oh So 
Protective One” starts out with a 
surprisingly clean feel accented 
by a breezy guitar flourish and 
a troupe of horns that make 
the song sound as if it should 
be playing in a Barcelona beach 
house. 
Despite the sonic 
enhancements, Owens still 
sounds like the same sad sack 
lover during the chorus when he 
croons that “He’ll never know 
about the times you cried in your 
bedroom/ About your mother 
or your father or the way you 
got your broken heart.” Though 
Owens sounds as defeated as 
ever, the band architected by JR 
White gives the lyrics a feeling 
of new hope not present on their 
previous work.
The album presses forward 
with more heartache on 
the misty, lonesome track 
“Heartbreaker.” Owens’ voice has 
defeated sense of yearning when 
he sings that “I loved you honey, 
I knew that you would break my 
heart.” It is apparent that Owens 
is accustomed to the aftereffects 
of love gone wrong yet he makes 
it sound as heartfelt as ever on 
this first single.
Though Girls are particularly 
skilled at creating three- to- four 
minute pop songs, they are also 
equally talented in building a 
longer piece from the ground up. 
On the closing track “Carolina,” 
the sprawling instrumentals and 
slow growing structure are very 
reminiscent of their seminal hit 
“Hellhole Ratrace.” 
The pedal steel, eerie guitar 
picking, and light feedback 
create a swirl of sound that 
leaves the listener guessing what 
will evolve from this puddle of 
noise. 
Near the end, the band 
diverts from the hazy wisp and 
concludes the song with an 
almost classic-rock-like ending. 
With “Broken Dreams 
Club,” Girls have refined their 
production style of old and 
ultimately given their fans a 
bright glimpse of what is to 
come.
Critics Corner: Girls ‘Broken Dreams 
Joel Hofman
Staff Writer
Hope theater and music take on the opera in first show of season: ‘Street Scene’ gets rave reviews
Bravo, Bravo! — Jonathan Weppler (’11) and 
Jenny Trembley (’11) had key roles in Hope’s first op-
era, which has received rave reviews.
Photo courteSy of Michelle BoMBe
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As you get ready to head to wherever you happen to be celebrating, take a look at a few 
pieces of trivia gathered for your consumption.
Thanksgiving is always celebrated on the fourth Thursday of November. This 
year it is exactly one month from Christmas.
Thanksgiving fun facts!
Thanksgiving is officially celebrated in 
five countries: The United States, Cana-
da, The Netherlands, Grenada, and Libe-
ria. They are not, however, celebrated 
on the same day of the year.
 According the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture, more than 45 million turkeys are 
cooked and eaten in the United States at 
Thanksgiving.
Benjamin Franklin wanted the turkey to 
be the United States’ national bird. Ap-
parently it can get quite feisty.
 Domesticated turkeys cannot fly, however 
wild turkeys can fly up to 55 miles per hour 
over short distances.
 Only male (tom) turkeys gobble. Fe-
males make a clicking noise. The famous 
gobble is actually a seasonal mating call.
 Turkeys are known to spend the night in 
trees!
 A turkey’s field of vision is an aston-
ishing 270 degrees.
 President Abraham Lincoln established the original date for our National Thanksgiv-
ing Day celebration in 1863 after Sarah Josepha Hale, an American magazine editor, 
persuaded Abraham Lincoln to declare Thanksgiving a national holiday. She is also 
the author of the popular nursery rhyme “Mary Had a Little Lamb.”
 President Thomas Jefferson scoffed at the 
idea of establishing a national “Thanksgiv-
ing Day.”
 Congress did not declare Thanksgiving a national holiday until 1941.
Graphic by John Rebhan





















































It might have been something our mothers told us when we were kids but 
it’s something we should all take to heart: if you don’t have anything nice to say, 
don’t say anything at all.  Everywhere around me, I see people demeaning others 
for (what seems to be) just the sake of it.
I have vivid memories of watching TV over the past few years where a silly 
commercial will come on, and afterwards people watching with me will say, 
“That was the stupidest commercial I have ever seen.”
The problem with saying something is “the stupidest thing you have ever 
seen” is this: it’s a ridiculous statement.  Do you mean to tell me that the com-
mercial we just saw, one of thousands you have seen over your entire life, was 
honestly the stupidest commercial you have ever seen?
Take movies, for example.  It’s natural to hash out a movie after seeing it with 
your friends.  But it irks me to no end when somebody has not one constructive 
thing to say about it.  It doesn’t bother me if you thought the movie was ter-
rible—explaining it with a well-thought-out sentence would be nice though.  If 
the most intelligent thing you come up with is “that movie was terrible,” maybe 
you should just keep your comments to yourself.
The topic of music snobbery has been talked about to no end—and by no 
means am I trying to beat a dead horse.  There is a problem, however, when 
people say a certain band or genre of music is bad, that they would “rather die 
than listen to that.”  I accept that you don’t like it, why can’t you just leave it at 
that?  I doubt you would rather die than listen to a band you don’t like.  Your 
ears aren’t going to bleed after you listen to it, your brain isn’t going to melt.
My last example is Nykerk. This year was the first time I had ever gone, 
and I was blown away.  Everything about it shook me to the core.  But talking 
to people afterward broke my heart: instead of praise and respect, it seems I 
only heard negative comments.  Negative comments about the judges’ deci-
sion, about the song girls’ demeanor, about the content of the play and about 
the poise of the orator.
Granted, most of the negative comments were coming from people associ-
ated with odd-year, but I still didn’t understand why they had to belittle the 
song or play from even-year just because they were bitter that even-year had 
won.  Can’t you accept the fact that regardless of who was better or not, your 
team didn’t win?
This isn’t to say that every odd-year person I talked to was bitter.  A lot of 
them were actually completely content with the outcome and were proud of the 
girls and all the work they had put into it.  And that’s the right attitude to have.
We all have to do things, listen to things and experience things we don’t like; 
the least we could do is find the positive in each of them.  Unless you are out 
to ruin your own life and the lives of those around you, keep your jaw clenched 




Grumps need not apply
Joggin’ the globe  
the abroad column 
I am now halfway through my semes-
ter at Meiji Gakuin.  It is midterm time.  I 
have enjoyed the students in my classes 
very much.  Now I know them by name, 
and some even stick around to talk to me 
after class.  Their English is very good, 
they have been doing well on quizzes 
and papers, and they seem engaged and 
interested.  I know “seem” might be the 
operative word there but I’d prefer to be a 
Pollyanna when it comes to assessing stu-
dent engagement and interest in Japan.  I 
had actually been warned to expect oth-
erwise.
The knock on Japanese college stu-
dents is that they are slackers, that col-
lege is a good time with little work getting 
done.  These kids have worked so hard all 
through high school, with great expecta-
tions and time commitments, that college 
is their time to be free.  They text on their 
cellphones in class (American students 
have been known to do this) or simply 
put their heads down on their desks and 
take a nap (American students have been 
known to do this too).  Their diploma is 
more important than their transcript, I 
had been told.
I can honestly tell you this has NOT 
been my experience here.  So where do 
those rumors come from?  I don’t know. 
They may be true in classes that have 350 
students, as some do at MGU.  All I know 
is that my Japanese students — though 
often prone to not raise their hands or 
speak up in class — are a delightful bunch 
who seem to be motivated to learn about 
American sports sociology and American 
history.  I am fortunate, nay, blessed to be 
able to teach excellent students on both 
sides of the globe!
Meiji Gakuin was founded in 1863 so 
it actually three years older than Hope. 
Its founder was Dr. James Curtis Hep-
burn, an American medical missionary 
who came to Japan in 1859 through the 
Presbyterian Church.  What is the best 
way to treat people physically and spiri-
tually? Create a clinic giving free and 
equal health care and create a Christian 
school.  Hepburn did both.  He is also the 
man primarily responsible for translating 
the Holy Bible from English to Japanese.
The MGU motto is “Do For Others,” 
taken from Jesus’ golden rule (Matthew 
7:12).  They have an extensive volunteer 
center to put that educational principle 
into practice and chapel services on both 
campuses every weekday.  The number 
of MGU students who are Christian is 
representative of the overall Japanese 
population—which is to say somewhere 
between 1 to 5 percent.  
I went to a chapel service at the Tokyo 
campus, which consisted of an orator, an 
organ, two hymns, and six other people.  I 
listened to the message delivered in Japa-
nese and surmised it was given from the 
epistles or Acts as I heard Paul’s name 
spoken several times.  Then we sang 
“I’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations” (the 
six others in Japanese and me in English) 
and the doxology (again, two languages 
filled the air).  MGU’s Christian founda-
tion is evident and respected as most top 
administrators are Christian and all ma-
jor events begin with prayer.  When I’ve 
told people at Tokyo Union Church or 
other social functions that I am teaching 
at MGU, without exception the response 
has been, “Oh, that’s a good school!”  Fur-
ther investigation has confirmed that it 
is one of the top Christian schools in the 
country.
I am here, of course, because Hope 
and MGU have had a long relationship 
of international exchanges—first with 
students in 1965 and then with profes-
sors starting in 1994.  As I am now ex-
periencing another culture while teach-
ing in Japan, a MGU professor, Shinichi 
Oka sensei, is at Hope right now doing 
the same in America.  Though I did not 
have the chance to meet him before I 
left, I do know he is teaching in our so-
ciology department and being hosted 
by our wonderful faculty there, namely 
Roger Nemeth who himself was a MGU 
exchange professor several years back.  I 
am following a long line of distinguished 
Hope professors who have graced MGU’s 
campus over the last decade and a half. 
To be in a group with names like Nemeth, 
Tom Ludwig, John Krupczak, Annie Dan-
davati, Deb Sturtevant, Rob Hodson, and 
Marla Lunderberg is a humbling honor. 
My goal has always been to make Hope 
proud and carry on their Hope legacy of 
teaching excellence.
Well, that is one of my goals.  My other 
is to not cause an international incident! 
So far, so good on that last one. 
Professor Eva Folkert with her students at Meiji Gakuin 
University in Tokyo.  Check out more of her story at: 
evadeanfolkert.wordpress.com.  
More than tweed
The Anchor is looking for an
Assistant Sports Editor
This is a PAID POSITION! 
We are hiring for the Spring Semester (Jan.-May).
Interviews for the position are on a rolling basis
   Interested candidates can contact 


















What’s a Letter to the Editors look like?
It’s your thoughts: what you say in this space fuels discussion and 
gets other people thinking. Maybe they’ll agree, maybe 
they’ll disagree. The important thing is this: you are using your 
voice to say something that’s important to you.  
Write a letter, (keep it under 500 words), to
anchor@hope.edu, and we’ll put it in ASAP.  We want to 
hear from you, Hope College!
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Our Mission: The Anchor strives to communicate campus events throughout 
Hope College and the Holland community. We hope to amplify awareness and 
promote dialogue through fair, objective journalism and a vibrant Voices sec-
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the Hope College Student Activities Fund. The opinions expressed on the 
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The Anchor. One-year subscriptions to The Anchor are available for $44. The 
Anchor reserves the right to accept or reject any advertising.
Letter Guidelines: The Anchor welcomes all letters. The staff re-
serves the right to edit due to space constraints, personal at-
tacks or other editorial considerations. A representative sam-
ple will be taken. No anonymous letters will be printed unless 
discussed with Editor-in-Chief. Please limit letters to 500 words.
Mail letters to The Anchor c/o Hope College, drop them off at the An-
chor office (located in the Martha Miller Center 151) or e-mail us at 
anchor@hope.edu by Monday at 5 p.m. to appear in Wednesday’s issue.
Advertising Policies: All advertising is subject to the rates, conditions, stan-
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The Anchor will make continuous efforts to avoid wrong insertions, omissions 
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From the inside out
Half-full
When we were kids, everybody loved ev-
erything. We all devoured the latest Disney 
movie. We would know every word to all of 
the songs on mainstream radio channels. Our 
friendships were not selective; everyone we 
knew signed our yearbooks.
Then, around middle school, we wised up 
and got opinions: we started to say “no.” I’m 
afraid those opinions have limited us from 
pursuing so many worthwhile interests. It’s the 
cliques, the debates, the stereotypes and the 
superficial things that keep us at war with our 
would-be hobbies.
Music fans, in particular, get me down 
sometimes. We are a generation of negativity. I 
want to experiment for a minute.
I like strong and purposeful female mes-
sages, like those of Kim Gordon, Shirley Man-
son, and Liz Phair. “Fear of a female planet. 
Fear, baby.” I like persistence. I like a band 
who grows with you, matures as you do; I love 
Brand New.  I like it when people recognize the 
talent of my favorite musicians. I like relating 
with thousands of strangers over my favorite 
songs. I like a musician who’s humble, even if 
he or she owns half of the music industry, but 
mostly, I really love Radiohead.  
I like feeling sad and hollow when I listen to 
a great song. I like knowing that people make mis-
takes, feel human emotions. I love Joy Division. 
I like music that gives me dancing instruc-
tions. I love New Order. I like music that lulls 
me but doesn’t put me to sleep. I like it when
artists add amorphous twists and turns of 
sound with no conventional melodies. 
I like blurred lines, indistinct rhythms, 
murky guitar riffs, and ethereal vocals, the way 
Chapterhouse and My Bloody Valentine use 
them. I like unearthly vocalizations, words that 
are not English but still give a clearly inten-
tional and understandable message. I love the 
Cocteau Twins. I like celestial clouds of sound, 
bands that exude a vapory essence, like M83 and 
Slowdive. I like to swoon over good-looking in-
tellectual musicians who write provocative songs 
just for [the whole world and] me, like Jarvis 
Cocker and Morrissey and David Bowie. 
I like progressive and unconventional meth-
ods. I like it when bands take a typical pop song 
structure and refashion it into an avant-garde 
symphony. I love The Residents and Animal 
Collective. I like musicians to sum up my en-
tire college experience in one album, like Belle 
and Sebastian do.
It would have been simpler to tell you I don’t 
like mainstream music, or that I’ll explode if I 
hear another Jason Mraz song. I didn’t, though, 
because I know how refreshing it is to hear an 
optimistic voice every once in a while. I’ll go 
out on a limb here—I think this message is 
very applicable in every situation. Maybe try 
it out sometime. 
Caitlin is currently spinning Avey Tare’s 
“Down There” and The Jesus & Mary Chain’s 
“Munki” while visualizing how awesome 
Thanksgiving break is going to be.
Caitlin Klask 
Arts Co-Editor
Letters to the Editors
...and you, the readers.
To the Editors: 
It gets better.
This letter is directed towards gay and lesbian students at Hope 
College.
If you feel like you’re having a difficult time, or that you have to 
hide your identity from your friends and professors, I want you to 
know this:  it gets better.  
I was once in your position.  I know that Hope and Holland are 
difficult places to discover that you are gay.  I know that you have 
people telling you that you are dirty, sinful, an abomination, or 
worse.  Or maybe you don’t, because you haven’t told a living soul 
because you’re terrified how your friends or family might react.
I want you to know that there are places in this country where 
the equality of gay people and straight people is taken for granted, 
and telling somebody you’re gay is no different than telling some-
body you like pizza.  Someday Hope and Holland will be this way, 
with every passing year meaning more and more understanding.  
You must be forgiving of those who don’t understand you.
Five years ago I was at Hope College, wondering whether it was 
okay for me to be gay and if God hated me.  Now I am working at a 
church that affirms the right of gay people to marry and welcomes 
people of all orientations.  It gets better.
If you are feeling sad, or depressed, or, God forbid, that you 
want to take your own life, please, please, find somebody to talk to.  
There are people at Hope who can help you.  There is no reason to 
be ashamed of being gay, there is nothing wrong with it, and don’t 
let anyone tell you otherwise.
     Keep strong,
     Joe Turbessi (’05)
     Boston, Massachusetts
I looked up the word “linear” and found: 1. 
Arranged in or extending along a straight line, 
or 2. Progressing from one stage to another in a 
series of steps. 
Unfortunately, my life is not linear, not even 
close.  Life is so rarely arranged in a straight line 
or progressing step by step, even though we work 
so hard (especially in college) to make it so.  What 
am I going to do with my life?  What kind of man 
do I want to be? Who am I going to date/marry? 
Where is God leading me?  Is God leading me? 
These questions surround me. 
But what I’ve recently learned is that God of-
ten isn’t as concerned about where he’s taking 
me as he is with whom he’s making me.  When 
I’m too concerned with where I’m going that I so 
often miss the fact that God is probably trying 
to teach me something right now in the middle 
of all the fogginess—something about depending 
on him, or being patient, or relaxing long enough 
to remember that I’m not ultimately in control. 
 I’m sure the Israelites’ journey out of Egypt 
seemed fairly linear at first: Step 1—Leave Egypt. 
Step 2—Arrive in the promised land.  But God 
had other plans.  Instead of taking them on the 
non-stop, direct route home, he decided to have 
them wander in the wilderness for 40 YEARS!  
And yet, this 40 years of going nowhere was so 
incredibly crucial for whom God was shaping His 
people to be—a people that lived not by bread 
alone, but on every word that comes from the 
mouth of God (Deut. 8:3).  Without this wander-
ing experience, in which there seemed to be no 
clear foreword progress, the Israelites wouldn’t 
have known the depths of God’s commitment to 
them, nor would their commitment to God have 
had time to take root. 
I remember being excited to ask a particular 
girl on a date my sophomore year.  I remember 
thinking, “Finally you’re leading me somewhere, 
God!  Finally my future is looking a little clearer 
and defined!”  Then she said no.  As I brought my 
disappointment to God, His holy spirit instruct-
ed me:  “Do you know how many students are 
going to come to you with broken hearts when 
you’re a teacher?  You wouldn’t have been able to 
relate to them if you hadn’t had this experience 
of being turned down, but now you know what 
it feels like so you can be a better listener.  If she 
had said yes, your head (ego) would have gotten 
bigger and your heart (compassion) would have 
gotten smaller.  But now your head is shrinking 
and your heart is growing—you’re becoming 
more the person that I’m shaping you to be.” 
It’s not always about where we’re going, but 
who we’re becoming.  When it seems like we’re 
lost in the wilderness—a feeling not unfamiliar to 
college students—it might just be that God is at 
work, making us to be exactly the people we need 




Are we there yet?
To the Editors: 
I just read Karen Patterson’s valiant attempt to decouple Nykerk 
from The Pull by explaining that “correlation does not equal causa-
tion.” Well and good, it doesn’t have to, but it still may. Consider 
smoking. For ethical reasons, researchers can’t randomly choose 
1000 to smoke for 10 years and keep another 1000 from smoking to 
reveal a causal relationship. All they can do is to correlate smoking 
with much higher incidences of lung cancer.
 
So it may be most prudent to keep an open mind on the issue. 
Maybe, just maybe, there is a conspiracy. The powers that be at 
Hope College spend lots of time behind closed  doors—who knows 
what they are planning or scheming.  Consider how the Del Phi 
House was mysteriously painted a different color several years ago. 
What happened to all of those blue trays that were used in Phelps? 
Why do frisbee golf targets keep disappearing over the years—from 
flag poles to fire hydrants to trees (supposedly!) struck by lightning. 
In fact, students of Hope, how do YOU know that Karen Patter-
son and her column are not co-conspirators? Be on guard or  next 
they’ll start charging for vans by the day rather than the mile in 
order to “save us money.”
 
     Tim Pennings
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Eight Hope College students 
who participated in research on 
campus this past summer had 
their work selected for presen-
tation during the recent Annual 
Meeting and National Student 
Conference of the American In-
stitute of Chemical Engineers, 
more than twice as many as 
from all other colleges and uni-
versities in Michigan combined, 
with two of the students receiv-
ing awards.
Sophomore Howard Dobbs 
of Warrenville, Ill., won second 
place in the “General Papers” 
category, and senior Lucas John-
son of Cadillac won third place 
in the “Environmental 1” catego-
ry.  This was the third consecu-
tive year that at least one student 
who participated in Hope’s sum-
mer research program received 
an award in the national compe-
tition.
The National Student Con-
ference ran Friday-Monday, 
Nov. 5-8, and the annual meet-
ing ran Sunday-Friday, Nov. 7-
12, in Salt Lake City.  The un-
dergraduate poster session took 
place on Nov. 8 and featured 
work grouped within a variety 
of categories within the field of 
chemical engineering.
The preliminary program for 
the student poster session listed 
216 posters.  The primary pre-
senters represented institutions 
in 39 states, Puerto Rico, Mexi-
co, Qatar and Taiwan.  Of the 78 
colleges, universities and labo-
ratories listed as affiliation of 
the primary presenter, only four 
institutions had more posters in 
the event than Hope College.
All of the participating Hope 
students are engineering majors 
in the chemical, biochemical 
or environmental engineering 
emphasis options.  Three Hope 
faculty in chemistry, one in en-
gineering and one in geologi-
cal and environmental sciences 
were mentors for one or more of 
the projects.
Seven of the eight students 
attended the conference and 
presented their posters:  Dobbs 
and Johnson, as well as senior Jo-
seph Brandonisio of Troy; senior 
Jonathan Boldt of Caledonia; se-
nior Katherine Garcia of Battle 
Creek; junior Tabatha Hipshear 
of Buchanan; and senior Laura 
Petrasky of Marquette.  Senior 
Brett Kopinski of Mishawaka, 
Ind., was not able to attend the 
meeting, but his poster was 
among those displayed.
In addition, senior Victor 
Kanyi of Marigat, Kenya, was 
a co-author of a presentation 
based in part upon his research 
work completed at Michigan 
State University last summer. 
It was presented by Venkata 
Pappu, a graduate student in the 
Department of Chemical Engi-
neering and Material Science at 
MSU.
Dobbs won his second-place 
award in the “General Papers” 
category for a presentation that 
he co-authored with senior Kent 
C. Kammermeier of Grand Rap-
ids and Dr. William F. Polik, who 
is the Edward and Elizabeth 
Hofma Professor of Chemistry.
Johnson won his third-place 
award in the “Environmental 1” 
category for a presentation that 
he co-authored with senior Dan-
iel Anderson of Montague; Alexa 
Bakker, a senior at Holland High 
School who participated in sum-
mer research through the col-
lege’s REACH program; Jennifer 
Soukhome, who teaches biol-
ogy and environmental science 
at Zeeland West High School; 
and Dr. Graham F. Peaslee, who 
is a professor of chemistry and 
chairperson of the department, 
and a professor of geology/envi-
ronmental science.
AIChE is the world’s leading 
organization for chemical engi-
neering professionals, with more 
than 40,000 members from more 
than 90 countries.
Student researchers honored 
during national conference
Courtesy of Hope PR
The Anchor would like to wish all 
of its readers a 
Happy Thanksgiving!
“It’s incredible pre-service 
teacher education. One of the 
biggest things I get from the 
education majors, is that you 
don’t get anything like this in 
the Hope College classroom, or 
even in their placements. The 
students are developing their 
curriculum, they’re implement-
ing their curriculum. They’re 
looking at education from a dif-
ferent standpoint and they get a 
lot of different experience that 
you can’t get in a Hope college 
class,” Gugino said.
Kristen Michels (’12) par-
ticipated in the program last 
summer and explained how the 
camps added to her educational 
experience at Hope College.
“I had a professor tell me 
about summer science camps 
and I decided it was something 
I really wanted to do, being a 
science composite major for el-
ementary education. I really en-
joyed being part of the summer 
staff. 
“We have a lot of different 
camps, which was nice because 
we got to teach a lot of differ-
ent things. The kids were such a 
joy to work with and the camp 
staff was a great group of people. 
Camps kept me busy, but it was 
such an awesome experience!” 
Michels said.
Other parts of the science 
department also actively par-
ticipate in community outreach 
programs as well. The Chemistry 
Club just recently performed ex-
periments at a local mall to help 
support chemistry month, and 
Lori Hertel of the biology de-
partment organizes science field 
trips through Hope’s facilities 
for over 1,500 kids each year.
Summer science camps
w CAMP, from page 2
Hope College’s cross country 
teams ended their seasons on 
a high note with a trip to the 
NCAA Division III cross country 
championships in Waverly, Iowa. 
From the men’s team, Nate Love 
(’12) qualified as an individual 
and the women’s squad qualified 
for the championships as a 
team. 
The men’s team finished sixth 
at regionals and narrowly missed 
an at-large birth while The 
Flying Dutch finished second, 
trailing only rivals Calvin in their 
regional qualifying race. Men’s 
team captain Jordan Richardson 
(’11) moved into a leadership 
role on the team and by his 
own standards, had a successful 
season.
“For me, I wanted to run 
the fastest times of my life and 
improve from being a middle-
of-the-pack runner to making 
a difference on the team. Both 
of those goals were met. As for 
the team, we ran tough all year. 
We hoped to finish top two 
at conference and fell a little 
short, but we proved that we’re 
a strong, focused team from 
top to bottom. We’ve battled 
with injuries to guys that were 
expected to be difference makers 
for us, and every time, someone 
new stepped up to fill their 
shoes,” said Richardson.
The top performer for The 
Flying Dutchmen was Love. Like 
Richardson, he had two personal 
goals for the season, the first 
of which was to avoid the 
injuries, particularly the plantar 
fasciitis that plagued him in his 
sophomore season running for 
Hope. Love’s second goal was to 
work harder over the summer to 
prepare himself to the season.
“Both of these goals 
would have been much 
harder to accomplish 
had it not been for 
the teammates 
and people around 
me this summer,” 
said Love, who’s 
preparation for 
the National 




te ammate s 
who continued to 
train with them even after their 
season was technically finished. 
At the national meet, Love ran 
the fastest race of his career, 
completing the eight kilometer 
run in 25 minutes and 13.2 
seconds, finishing 61st among 
279 runners.
The women’s team ran as a 
tight group at regionals, with 
their top five runners all 
finishing within 19 
seconds of one 
another. This 
emphasis  on 
t e a m 
r u n n i n g 
had been 
a key goal 
for the season 
explained team 
captain Claire Bird 
(’11).
“We are running as a 
team on what we like to 
call the “Pain Train.” We’re 
not running as individuals. 
We’re running together, pushing 
each other, and helping each 
other every step of the way.”
Junior Kelly Luftkin was The 
Flying Dutch’s top runner at 
Nationals, finishing 69th in the 
field of 279 runners. 
Overall, Hope finished 19th 
out of 32 teams. Heading into 
their qualifying regional meet, 
Luftkin expressed little doubt in 
her belief that the team would 
qualify for nationals.
“Personally, I thought we had 
a pretty good chance to qualify 
for nationals before we ran in 
regionals. Our team was very 
close to qualifying last year, and 
we have improved tremendously 
from then. I knew we would all 
have to race hard to get there, 
but we were all very prepared 
and eager to do so.”
Coach Mark Northuis 
reflected positively on his teams’ 
accomplishments this season 
and also spoke positively on the 
outlook for next season.
“I thought they had 
tremendous focus for the whole 
year on what they wanted to 
accomplish. They improved 
each meet and didn’t continue to 
make the same mistakes. They 
continued to learn from what 
each race provided and they 
continued to improve as the 
season went on both physically 
and mentally. They were running 
their best races at the end of the 
season which is a good thing.” 
“We have enjoyed the campus 
and community support this 
season.  The teams ran very well 
at the end of the season finishing 
among the top teams in the 
region. With the majority of 
both teams returning next year, 
the outlook is very good for the 
2011 campaign,” Northuis said.
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Volleyball eliminated 
from ncaa tournament  
           
After dominantly sweep-
ing rivals Calvin in straight sets 
in the MIAA championship 
match, the Hope College volley-
ball squad clinched its advance-
ment to the NCAA Division III 
national tournament. Heading 
into the championship match, 
the Dutch were 26-4 and had 
won 19 consecutive matches. 
The trip to the tournament was 
Hope’s third in a row but only its 
eighth trip in the history of the 
program. Last season, Hope lost 
in the final four to Washington-
St. Louis who went on to win the 
national title.
The tournament opener was 
another sweep for the Dutch 
who extended their winning 
streak to 20 games by defeating 
the University of Chicago The 
contest mostly went well for the 
Dutch with the exception of the 
second set, which finished in a 
27-25 score.
Two days later, the team faced 
off against Whittenberg. Whit-
tenberg was the last team to de-
feat Hope two months prior and 
once again, defeated the Flying 
Dutch. Hope was swept in the 
contest and finished the season 
with a 27-5 record.
The volleyball team was not 
done making headlines however, 
as four days later on Nov.17, it 
was announced that Hope senior 
Jacie Fiedler had been honored 
as a Division III All-American. 
She was voted onto the All-
American second team. This is 
the second year in a row that 
Hope Volleyball has had a rep-
resentative on the All-American 
roster. Last season, Andrea Hel-
miniak earned the honor. Cur-
rent coach Becky Schmidt is the 
only other player in franchise 




The Hope College men’s soc-
cer team ended their exciting 
season Sept. 12 by falling 1-0 to 
North Park, Ill. in the first round 
of the Division III NCAA Tour-
nament.
The Hope squad finished their 
conference season with seven 
consecutive victories to barely 
squeeze their way into post-sea-
son play in dramatic fashion.
A testament to the team’s 
high level of play was the fact 
that seven of their players earned 
All-MIAA honors following the 
season.
Junior goalkeeper Logan Neil 
earned the honor of MIAA Most 
Valuable Player and was joined 
on the MIAA first team by mid-
fielder Shaun Groetsema (’11) 
and junior back David Whita-
ker.
When Mike Sit (’11) began 
his sophomore year at Hope 
College, he had a vision: to begin 
a table tennis club at Hope that 
could compete with those from 
schools around the country. Two 
years later, that vision is about to 
become reality.
Every Sunday afternoon at 
the Dow Center since Oct. 10, 
a group of people has come 
together to play table tennis. 
This group, which varies in 
makeup from week to week, 
has the chance to work with 
Brian Fowler, a coach from the 
Holland area who Sit happened 
to meet at the Windmill in 
downtown Holland. After a few 
conversations, the two began to 
work together to form a group at 
Hope. 
Sit became interested in table 
tennis after his younger brother 
returned from spending time 
in Europe, where the father of 
his host family was an Olympic 
certified table tennis player. 
What really drew Sit to the sport, 
though, is its longevity.
“Table tennis is a lifelong 
sport,” Sit said. “I think that’s 
what attracted me in some 
ways.”
The chance to interact with 
individuals from different 
backgrounds is another draw of 
the sport Sit said. 
“One thing I really like is the 
kind of people you meet,” Sit said. 
“You can honestly meet people 
from every culture. In Chicago 
I’ve met people from India and 
Eastern Europe because of table 
tennis. It gives you an insight 
into a world you don’t usually 
see.”
Dr. Tim Pennings of the math 
department serves as the faculty 
advisor for the up-and-coming 
club. Pennings’ interest in the 
sport began when he was in 
junior high.
“I would study geography 
with my friend for half an hour 
and then play table tennis for an 
hour,” Pennings said. 
Pennings met Fowler at an 
annual table tennis tournament 
hosted by the Holland Civic 
Center each March. The two 
kept in contact about forming 
a club, which led the group to 
where they are today.
“We worked to find a 
common time where a group 
of people could all have a good 
time,” Pennings said. 
The group hopes to become 
an official club by next semester, 
which would help solve one of 
their current problems: lack of 
equipment. 
“The club is competitive right 
now because our resources are 
limited,” Sit said. “If we could 
add a few more tables, it would 
be easier to have competitive 
and fun games going on at the 
same time.”
Anyone interested in 
participating in the table tennis 
club is welcome to come to the 
Dow gym between 2 and 4 p.m. 
on Sunday afternoons to play. 
Bethany Stripp
SportS Editor
table tennis club looks to expand
Table Tennis in The dow— each sunday from 2 to 4 p.m., hope students gather in the 
dow to play table tennis. The group is looking to become a club next semester.
hope cross country at nationals
Chris Russ
ASSitAnt SportS Editor












Hope College’s women’s 
basketball team started its 
season in a familiar way last 
week, winning its first three 
games and extending their home 
court winning streak to 64.
The women began their 
season on Nov. 16 when the 
Warriors of Rochester College 
came to DeVos Fieldhouse. 
Carrie Snikkers (’11) put the 
Flying Dutch on the scoreboard 
less than 15 seconds into the 
game. Miranda DeKuiper (’11) 
soon followed, giving Hope a 3-
0 lead before one minute of play 
had passed. 
The Dutch never looked back 
and built up a 22-point lead by 
halftime. The team continued 
to dominate in the second half, 
never leading by less than 18 to 
come out with an 82-65 win.
Snikkers insured that her 
name will go down in Hope 
history in the victory, becoming 
the 11th Hope player to score 
1,000 or more career points. 
Brittany Berry (’14) started her 
collegiate career off with a bang 
during the game, hitting four of 
the Flying Dutch’s nine 3-point 
shots to kick off a week of strong 
behind-the-arc action. Berry, 
Snikkers, and Allie Cerone (’12) 
all scored in the double digits for 
Hope.
On Nov. 19, Hope’s women 
took to the court in DeVos again, 
this time in the first game of the 
Flying Dutch Division III Tipoff 
Classic. Hope met Manchester 
in the first game. Although the 
Spartans scored first, Hope 
gained the lead off a 3-pointer 
by Lauren Geers (’11) and never 
looked back in the 76-32 win. 
Nearly every Hope player 
scored in the game, with 
Snikkers’ 12 points leading the 
team and Maddie Burnett (’12) 
adding nine in a preview of what 
she would contribute the next 
day.
In the championship game 
of the Tipoff Classic on Nov. 
20, Hope faced an undefeated 
Baldwin-Wallace team that 
had defeated Alma 56-41 the 
night before. Though Baldwin-
Wallace is not in the MIAA, 
they are a familiar opponent for 
the Dutch.
“I was really excited to play 
Baldwin-Wallace,” Snikkers said. 
“I remember the past three years 
we played them and it’s always a 
fun game.”
DeKuiper and Snikkers got 
the scoring started for the Dutch 
again in a high-energy first 
minute of play. The Yellowjackets 
kept Hope from building up 
much of a lead, bringing the 
game within three points on two 
different occasions until a 3-
pointer by Cerone, with 3:09 left 
in the first half, gave Hope a 12-
point lead. Hope went on to win 
the game, 72-45, to bring their 
season record to 3-0. Snikkers 
and Burnett led the team in 
scoring again with 18 and 12 
points, respectively.  
“I thought this game was 
a game where we could really 
set the course for a really solid 
season,” head coach Brian 
Morehouse said. “Today we did 
that.”
Over the course of the past 
three games, the Dutch began to 
establish the team’s identity for 
this season.
“We’re very good together,” 
Morehouse said. “We were really 
good last year, but we also relied 
on Philana [Greene] to do some 
things off the dribble. This year I 
think we don’t have some of the 
special things she did, but other 
people are doing things so we 
haven’t had any drop-off.”
Burnett, a transfer from 
Grand Valley State University, 
has already shown that she is 
an impact player for the Dutch 
this season and was named to 
the all-tournament team after 
Saturday’s game.
“What intrigued me [about 
Hope] was probably just the 
environment,” Burnett said. “All 
the girls were just extremely 
accepting and we just play hard.”
The women will take to the 
road next week with games at 
North Park and Alma before 
coming back to DeVos Dec. 8.
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Flying Dutch take 
Tipoff Classic
Hope hockey 13-1 halfway through season, Calvin game next
fight for possession— Meredith Kussmaul (’13) and Amanda schroeder of Baldwin-
Wallace chase after a loose ball in the nov. 20 tipoff Classic championship game.
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With a current record of 
13-1, the Hope men’s hockey 
team remains undefeated in 
league play, suffering only 
one tournament loss. Almost 
halfway through its five-month 
season, the team is continuing 
to put equal emphasis on every 
opponent with its ultimate 
goals to win the league title 
and the American College 
Hockey Association National 
Championship. 
“We are looking forward to 
all the teams equally,” coach 
Chris Van Timmeren said. “The 
minute we put more or less 
emphasis on one opponent than 
the next is when we forget the 
big picture.”
With team leaders in captain 
Brett Kopinski (’11), and 
alternate captains Chris Kunnen 
(’12), Will Guerin (’11) and Mike 
Bazydlo (’11), the men believe 
their closeness and team unity 
to be their biggest strength.  
“Arguably even more crucial 
to our success on the ice is our 
team chemistry off the ice,” 
Kopinski said. “I don’t think we 
would be nearly as good a team 
as we are without the friendships 
we form, and Hope plays a large 
role in that.”
In addition to great teamwork, 
offense has been a huge strength 
of the team, with a lot of players 
who can score and give Hope 
early leads in games, Van 
Timmeren said. 
While there is always room for 
improvement, taking better care 
of the puck and turning it over 
less in the neutral and defensive 
ends are areas the team plans to 
focus on, Van Timmeren said.
Van Timmeren always 
recruits a talented freshmen 
class and this year was no 
exception, Kopinski said. New 
freshmen to the varsity squad 
this year are Justin Glick, Kevin 
Deane, Caleb Digison, Andrew 
Dolehanty, Jamie Haak, Riley 
Hoernschemeyer and Kaleb 
Skinner. 
“We have had a lot of freshmen 
step into pivotal roles, which has 
greatly attributed to our current 
record,” Kunnen said.
Hope has a JV hockey team 
as well that competes with the 
current players for their spots. 
This inter-squad competition 
has helped motivate the team to 
play to its potential each game. 
“Our JV team is really helpful 
because it forces everyone to 
put it all on the line every time 
we touch the ice,” Sean LaDouce 
(’13), one of the team’s goalies, 
said.
While the team aims to play 
each game like it’s the most 
important, Hope hopes to sweep 
Calvin and beat Saginaw Valley 
who they fell to last year in the 
ACHA National Championships 
held in Florida. The next game 
is Dec. 3 at Calvin, with their 
ACHA National Tournament 
scheduled to take place March 
9-12 at Hope’s home rink The 
Edge.
“We are taking this season 
game by game,” Kunnen said. 
“Our biggest hope for the season 
is for the team to never give up 
on any situation or in any game. 
We have a lot of potential as a 
group and I hope we can fulfill it 
to the best of our abilities.”
Giving their efforts to 
represent Christ in the best 
way they can, the team is led in 
prayer by Van Timmeren before 
every game. 
“It is our goal to honor God 
and represent Hope College in a 
positive way every time we touch 




fACeoff— hope’s hockey team defeated northwood twice 
last week, winning 6-0 on nov. 19 and 7-1 on nov. 20. to bring 
its season-long schedule to 13-1. the team faces rival Calvin 
College on Dec. 3 and 4, playing away on the friday and at the 
edge ice Arena on the saturday.
Hope to be repre-
sented in European 
tournament
Brett Kopinski (’11) and 
Chris Kunnen (’12) have 
been named by the American 
Collegiate Hockey Association 
to the USA Division III select 
team. Hope coach Chris Van 
Timmeren has been named the 
team’s head coach. The select 
team will travel to Europe 
from Dec. 26- Jan. 6 and play 
five games in Switzerland, 
Austria, and Germany. 
“My hopes for Kopinski 
and Kunnen are that they have 
fun, enjoy new experiences 
in a foreign country, get to 
know players from different 
teams across the country, and 
play to their abilities,” said 
Van Timmeren. “I know they 
will represent Hope College 
very well. It should be a great 
experience for all three of us.”
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